Subscribe | Sign In

Jan 11, 2021, 03:49pm EST | 1 750 views

Paris’ Champs-Elysees To
Become A Garden: Cars Out,
People In
Alex Ledsom Senior Contributor
Travel
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Paris' Champs-Elysées boulevard is going to be turned into an "extraordinary garden", its
mayor ... [+]
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Whilst it might be one of the most famous avenues in the world,
Paris’ Champs-Élysées is often derided as being too touristy and
tacky, groaning under the noisy traffic and bland superstores.
Paris’ mayor, Anne Hidalgo, announced Sunday in Journal du
Dimanche, that the entire boulevard would be turned into an
“extraordinary garden”. Hidalgo has an ambitious plan for
greening Paris, implementing many green roofs, including the
world’s largest urban farm on a Parisian roof.
Hidalgo has also permanently closed two major roads along the
side of the river Seine and created extensive cycling and pedestrian
infrastructure–moves which have been extended even further
during the lockdown.
The Champs-Élysées was laid out in 1670 but was given its
grandeur by Baron Haussmann, the architect who transformed
much of Paris under Napoleon III. It’s a key symbol of France, a
place to watch military pageantry (every Bastille day on 14 July) to
follow the participants in the annual Tour de France as they head
for a photo-finish after a gruelling ride and where protests take
place for everything from Gilets Jeunes to Black Lives Matter.
The 2 kilometres (1.2 miles) between the Arc de Triomphe at one
end and Place de la Concorde at the other, will be greened in
stages, as reported by The Local. Work will start at Place de la
Concorde and then move through each section, prioritizing
pedestrians and cyclists over cars.
It is just one of a number of high-profile projects Hidalgo intends
to enact across Paris; there will be renovation work on the
Trocadero, the Tour Montparnasse and the Eiffel Tower (where
roads are being turned into lawns and trees)–all of them are
intended to be finished before the world descends on Paris for the
2024 summer Olympic games.
MORE FOR YOU

Why Huawei’s New Update Is Seriously Bad News For Android
Users
WhatsApp Users Suddenly Get This Surprise New Boost From
Facebook
Huawei’s Striking New Billion-Dollar Gamble Targets Apple,
Google (And Tesla)

Architect Philippe Chiambaretta will run the project, which
outlines the process in a video called Les Champs des Possibles.
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For many people, Samsung’s phones are the gold standard for
Android flagships, period. It’s the phone most other Android
handsets are measured against, and inevitably gets compared to
Apple’s current iPhone. The line is about to be refreshed with a
new model for 2021. Samsung today announced the Galaxy S21, a
reversion back to single-digit increments in the naming scheme
after a big jump from the S10 to the S20, undoubtedly to align
itself with the current year.
With the iPhone 12 making a major splash across multiple price
brackets, you might be wondering whether Samsung was able to
match wits with an engineering job that accelerated its launch
timeline a full month earlier than usual. Here’s everything we
know about the Samsung Galaxy S21.
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How many models of the Galaxy S21 will
there be?
Three seems to be the magic number when it comes to familial
smartphone launches these days, and the Samsung Galaxy S21
clan is following suit. The Samsung Galaxy S21, Galaxy S21 Plus
and Galaxy S21 Ultra are all ushering in the next era of Samsung’s
longstanding reign as the smartphone maker to beat.
Computationally speaking, the devices all offer comparable topshelf performance, but naturally, the bigger the screen and price
tag, the more you get. The Galaxy S21 and S21 Plus mostly differ in
display size and overall battery life, but otherwise sport the same
memory configurations, camera systems and features. The S21
Ultra, meanwhile, stretches the boundaries (and budget) for pro
users who practically run their entire lives from their smartphone.
It has more base memory, more powerful cameras and
cannibalizes its cousin—the Galaxy Note—with S Pen support.

What are the Galaxy S21’s specs and
features?
Unlike the flexible Galaxy Z Fold many still water at the mouth for,
there aren’t many radical design changes in the Galaxy S21.
Samsung deliberately erred on the side of familiarity for those who
aren’t ready for the quirks and costs of bleeding edge tech. The
rear camera plate’s design underwent enough change to make it
stand out in a crowd, though. The off-color module stretches its
shroud across the corner of the device to pull off one of the most
elegant multi-sensor designs going.
No matter which version you buy, the Galaxy S21 in the United
States will be powered by Qualcomm’s brand-new Snapdragon
888 processor, a significant step up from the Qualcomm
Snapdragon 865. Other markets may see the latest Exynos chipset
instead. You’ll get 8GB of RAM and 128GB of storage as standard
for the S21 and S21+ (256GB also available), while the S21 Ultra
starts you off with 12GB of RAM and 128GB of storage and topping
off at 16GB/512GB. Each model in the S21 lineup also has 5G, but
keep in mind that there are different flavors. Thankfully, all S21
smartphones support both the fastest “millimeter wave” version of
5G and the stopgap Sub-6 version.
Whether it’s the 6.2-inch Galaxy S21, the 6.7-inch S21 Plus or the
6.8” S21 Ultra, each display features Dynamic AMOLED
technology with 1,500 nits of peak brightness and variable refresh
rates up to 120Hz, which should deliver not just better speed and
vibrancy, but also does invaluable work to minimize the display’s
impact on battery life. The S21 and S21 Plus are limited to Full
HD+ resolution for the privilege. If that’s not sharp enough, you’ll
need to step up to the S21 Ultra with Quad HD+. In any case, the
display is hiding a fingerprint sensor that’s 1.7 times larger than
the previous generation, so you won’t have to peck around as
much to unlock your phone.
One other big distinction for the S21 Ultra is that it’s the only one
in the lineup with S Pen functionality, something it borrows from
the Galaxy Note. For the unaware, it’s a pressure-sensitive
Wacom-enabled stylus that allows you to draw, write notes and
multitask on your device with stunning paper-like accuracy and
few hiccups. Sadly, it doesn’t sound like Samsung will be shipping
one in the box, but you can buy one separately, and it includes a
case that allows you to stow the S Pen. Select third-party Wacom
pens will also work on the S21 Ultra. Other notable exclusives for
the extravagant model include Wi-Fi 6E support and a much
beefier camera system, which we’ll touch on below.

What do we know about the Galaxy S21
camera?
The baseline Samsung Galaxy S21 devices will feature the same
triple lens arrangement at the top left of the phone back that we
have now with the Galaxy S20. On paper, the base S21 and S21
Plus are equipped with the same sensors from yesteryear—a triple
threat on the back features dual 12MP sensors for wide angle shots
and a 64MP telephoto to take photos at up to 30X zoom, while a
10MP front sensor pierces the top middle of the AMOLED display.
The Galaxy S21 Ultra steps up to a quad-lens design with not one,
but two different telephoto lenses—a 10 megapixel lens with a 3X
optical zoom and another 10 megapixel lens with a 10x optical
zoom, both with dual pixel autofocus. The former should perform
better for low-light photography with a wider f/2.4 aperture
opposed to f/4.9 on the latter. That’s in addition to the massive
108-megapixel main sensor and 12-megapixel wide angle, enabling
up to 100X zoom. Samsung is also touting the biggest generational
leap in low-light quality thanks to its Bright Night sensor
improvements, which uses pixel-merging “nona binning” tech that
produces a larger pixel size to offer reduced noise and faster
performance for night and indoor shots.
Video buffs will enjoy new shooting modes and capabilities too.
You can now snag high resolution stills directly from your 8K
video shots, and every sensor can now record 4K video at up to 60
frames per second. With live thumbnails, you can get a running
preview of what each sensor sees and switch between them during
recording, while a new vlogger view gives you simultaneous front
and rear sensor recording. You’ll also get much better audio
recording when paired with the newly announced Galaxy Buds
Pro, as it records audio from each microphone in both devices to
capture both your voice and your surroundings in greater detail.
This story is developing. We’ll continue to update it as new
information becomes available.
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