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Paris Approves Plan to
Transform Champs-Élysées Into
Urban Oasis After 2024
Olympics
The renovation will cost over $300 million.

By Cailey Rizzo January 12, 2021

Paris will transform its famous Champs-Élysées into an "extraordinary garden"
after the 2024 Olympics, in an attempt to bring locals back to what has become
a crowded tourist attraction. 

Over the weekend, Mayor Anne Hidalgo approved a $304 million (€250 million)
plan, meant to bring the Champs-Élysées back to its intended purpose in the
city: as a place of relaxation, The Guardian reported.

A major component of the renovation is greatly reducing the amount of vehicle
tra�c on the Champs-Élysées. The plan — by architect Philippe Chiambaretta
and his �rm PCA-Stream �will see the lanes of car tra�c cut down and
reclaimed by pedestrian space, with lots of new greenery planted. 

A video rendering of the plan can be found here.

The Place de la Concorde, at one end of the Champs-Élysées, will be
transformed before the 2024 Olympic Games while the rest of the project will
proceed following the Olympics. 

"We want the Champs-Élysées to remain a centre of attraction in the world, we
want tourists to keep coming but we want the Parisians who used to come here
100 years ago to come back," Jean-Noël Reinhardt, president of the Champs-
Élysées committee told The Guardian in 2019, when the plan was originally
presented to City Hall. 

Over the last 30 years, the street has fallen into disrepair, the Champs-Élysées
committee says. Between the expensive cafes and designer clothing stores, the
cobblestones of the Champs-Élysées are starting to push up from the ground.
The street is more polluted than Paris's busiest highways and pavements are
cracking. 

Hidalgo told Le Journal du Dimanche that the project is one of several that will
transform the city "before and after 2024", including a project to turn the area
around the Ei�el Tower into "an extraordinary park." 

The Champs-Élysées has existed in Paris since the days of King Louis XIV. The
gardens were laid out in 1667, although the avenue wasn't given its name
(meaning "Elysian Fields" of Greek mythology) until 1709. By the end of that
century, it had become a popular destination for Parisians to walk and picnic.  

Famously, Parisians came out to the Champs-Élysées in 1944 to celebrate the end
of the city's German occupation. Today, celebrations like World Cup wins and
Bastille Day parades still bring out revelers, but the avenue has transformed into
a shopping destination for tourists, largely avoided by locals. 

Cailey Rizzo is a contributing writer for Travel + Leisure, currently based in
Brooklyn. You can �nd her on Twitter, Instagram, or at caileyrizzo.com.

This story originally appeared on travelandleisure.com

This Swedish Film Festival Is
Sending One Movie Lover to a
Remote Island for a Weeklong
Stay
The winner will spend the week alone with only �lms to entertain them.

By Jessica Poitevien

Although 2021 is shaping up to be another year full of virtual events, Sweden's
Göteborg Film Festival is o�ering a unique in-person experience with a
weeklong stay on a remote island.

The Göteborg Film Festival will be virtual for everyone else in attendance, but
the organizers created what they call The Isolated Cinema experience for one
lucky movie lover. During the festival, the chosen �lm fanatic will be
transported by boat to the Swedish island of Pater Noster. Once there, they will
be given supplies for their stay in the former lighthouse keeper's home,
including food and all the �lms from the festival.

The catch? The lone cinema enthusiast can't bring a phone, laptop, or even a
book — no distractions allowed. Jonas Holmberg, artistic director for the
Göteborg Film Festival, told CNN Travel that inspiration for The Isolated Cinema
came from how people have been using �lms for comfort during the pandemic.

"We are interested in how the audience’s relationship to �lms changes under
those circumstances, and wanted to explore this relationship by taking it to the
extreme — isolating one person on a small rock in the sea for one week with
�lms as the only company," Holmberg said.

Though the festival organizers are aiming for a distraction-free environment, the
winner of this trip will be allowed to keep a video diary detailing their journey
for people around the world to follow along. Also, for safety reasons, another
person will be present on the island, but they'll keep their distance.

"If everything goes as planned, they will never meet during the seven days,"
Holmberg told CNN Travel. "The stay at the island will be perfectly safe. The
person will have a soft bed and nice food. This is not about surviving."

Applications are open now through Jan. 17, 2021, and the experience itself will
take place between Jan. 30 and Feb. 6, 2021. For more information, visit the �lm
festival's o�cial website. There, you’ll also �nd details about Göteborg Film
Festival's other Isolated Cinema experiences to be hosted in a deserted sports
arena and an empty theater.

Jessica Poitevien is a Travel Leisure contributor currently based in South
Florida, but always on the lookout for the next adventure. Besides traveling,
she loves baking, talking to strangers, and taking long walks on the beach.
Follow her adventures on Instagram.

This story originally appeared on travelandleisure.com
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