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A private association which brings together the main economic players responsible for Paris’s
most famous avenue has been campaigning for years for the transformation of the ChampsÉlysées. Its project, designed by the local firm PCA-Stream, aims to turn the legendary avenue into
a monumental garden. Mayor Anne Hidalgo has given the green light to the first section of the
renovation plans. While the quality of the design may seem beyond question, important issues
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MAP It took five years and an investment of 1 million euros for the Comité Champs-Élysées to achieve its
objective. A large urban development project, a symposium, a publication and an exhibition were the
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historic axis that links the Tuileries Garden to the Arc de Triomphe, passing through the Place de la
Concorde and the Grand Palais, has indeed lost much of its sheen. Parisians have abandoned it to
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Champs-Élysées: Green Grandeur

anything but fortuitous. Coming from the world of management and finance, this businessman-

opening his own firm in the capital, which works mainly for large private companies. One of his last
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Anthropocene. To achieve this,
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the project last year to the various candidates for the post of mayor, including Anne Hidalgo, who was
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geographer Michel Lussault, who defines it as a territory where the tensions of contemporary
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In just a few years, the greening of cities indeed has become one of the main topics of the French
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and 88 m2 in Berlin.

citizens to the issue of global warming, the project proposes nothing less than to transform the
avenue into an “extraordinary garden”. To achieve this, PCA-Stream’s plan is based on three key
concepts. The first is to shrink the space dedicated to cars by reducing the number of lanes from six
Based on the hypothesis that the Champs-Élysées is a marker of modernity, the study by PCA-Stream
to four and by pedestrianizing large parts of the surrounding streets. The second aims to restore
suggests that the legendary thoroughfare
would
embody,
if not
prefigure, the changes of our world.
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largely
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Since its inauguration in the 17th century
by André Le Nôtre, in order to open up the perspective of
the transformation of the Champs-Élysées.
artistic, culinary, sports and leisure program. Finally, and perhaps most importantly, the project
the Tuileries Garden beyond the walls of the capital, the avenue has always been the Mecca of
plans to plant a large number of trees to fight against the urban heat island effect, absorb fine
modernity – in terms of architectural and urban considerations as well as those of lifestyle and
particles and improve the well-being of the people who walk along the avenue.
consumption. From this point of view, it is high time that it was brought into line with the
Anthropocene. To achieve this, the architect proposes to reconnect the top and bottom of the avenue
in a coherent “ecosystem”. The upper part, from the Arc de Triomphe to the Place Franklin D.
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Based on the hypothesis that the Champs-Élysées is a marker of modernity, the study by PCA-Stream
suggests that the legendary thoroughfare would embody, if not prefigure, the changes of our world.
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